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Final Day of Testimony for Kidnapped Colombian revolutionary Ricardo Palmera in Washington DC!

Picket line and press conference to demand Palmera’s freedom!

· November 13th / 8:30 AM picket line 

· 9:00 AM press conference 

· Federal Court Building  (333 Constitution Ave., NW)

The National Committee to Free Ricardo Palmera will hold a picket line and press conference to protest Palmera’s trial, on the final day of Palmera’s cross-examination, November 13th. The Committee believes the Bush administration has no legal or moral right to prosecute Palmera.

Palmera, a top-level negotiator for the Revolutionary Armed Forces of Colombia or FARC, was kidnapped on the streets of Quito, Ecuador and then extradited from Colombia to the U.S. The FARC are Colombian rebels and Latin America’s oldest and most powerful left-wing insurgent movement. The FARC has broad support from Colombia’s peasants and workers and controls close to half the countryside. There are many supporters around the world.  

Ricardo Palmera has been held in a U.S. prison for almost two years now. Palmera is not allowed private meetings with his own lawyer, who was hand-picked by the U.S. government; he has been denied all freedom of speech; the media is not allowed to interview him; he is not allowed to be present at his own trials in Colombia; he can have no visitors; he can communicate with no one. 

Tom Burke of the National Committee to Free Ricardo Palmera states, “Palmera is a good man who has done nothing wrong. Ricardo Palmera is Colombia’s “Robin Hood”. Palmera testified in court last week, the first and only time he has been allowed to speak in public. He testified that he traveled a path from political party reformer to FARC revolutionary. Palmera and many of his compatriots began as anti-corruption, anti-drug liberal reformers. He testified about personally experiencing political repression, torture by the Colombian Military, and watching prominent political leaders being assassinated by death squads sponsored by the Colombian government. Palmera joined the FARC realizing it is the only possible alternative for a New Colombia.”  

Burke continues: “Palmera’s trial violates the sovereignty of the Colombian people. It is part of the U.S. government’s undeclared war in Colombia—Plan Colombia. The Bush administration has 800 U.S. troops patrolling with the Colombian Army and 500 U.S. mercenary contractors flying and spying. Fighters in the 27,000 member FARC shot down a spy plane with three American mercenaries and is detaining them. This is the pretext U.S. prosecutors use to charge Palmera with ‘kidnapping.’” 

As Palmera's trial nears its end, the FARC is asking Hollywood celebrities Denzel Washington, Oliver Stone and Michael Moore, leftist U.S. academics Noam Chomsky, James Petras and Angela Davis, and former Presidential candidate Jesse Jackson to pressure the Bush administration to support a prisoner exchange. Ricardo Palmera deserves to be returned to his freedom in Colombia.
For Further Information from the National Committee for Free Ricardo Palmera contact:

Tom Burke at 773-844-3612 or Mick Kelly at 612-715-3280
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